Reaction to Intervention
history of the years following 1856 records the progressive undoing of the results arrived at by the Paris congress. In 1860, the Christian massacres in the Lebanon gave Napoleon III. an excuse for the military occupation of Syria. In 1861, the activity of French diplomatists, notwithstanding the apathy of the English, enabled the two Danubian states, Moldavia and Wallachia, to form by their union the principality of Roumania. In 1862, Palmerston's refusal of Brunnow's suggestion to support those strugglers for freedom, did not prevent the Servians from expelling the Turkish garrisons and forming a Constitution. In 1870, with the connivance of Prussia, the Czar told the signatories of the Paris treaty of fourteen years earlier that he would no longer be bound by the clause excluding his warships from the Black Sea. Our then ambassador at St Petersburg, Sir Horace Rumbold, ordered from home to present the English protest against this step, expressed his belief that had we hinted at war, nothing more would have been heard of the subject. The purely verbal expostulation had of course no effect. The Powers who had put their names to the Treaty of Paris met in London to register the Czar's decision; by 3ist March 1871, the Black Sea clauses of the great international instrument which had dissolved the Vienna conferences, and so prolonged the war, were by European agreement abrogated.
In the Balkan Peninsula all warnings of events had been lost on the Turk. In 1875, Ae exaction of their uttermost farthing by Mohammedan landlords and the extortions of tax-collectors caused a rising of the Christian peasantry in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This was attributed to Panslavonic intrigue ; Slavonic
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